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John Sinsell Burdett: 

John S. Burdett was born in Harrison County on December 20, 1818.  He represented 

Taylor County at the Second Wheeling Convention and served as a state senator for two 

terms from 1866 to 1867.  Burdett entered Union service during the Civil War and 

returned to politics at the war’s end.  In 1871 he became the state’s fourth treasurer and 

served in this post until 1876.   Burdett has the dubious distinction of having been the 

first state official to be impeached by the West Virginia legislature. (Sullivan and West 

Virginia Humanities Council.)  Burdett died on April 4, 1904 and was buried at Spring 

Hill Cemetery, Kanawha County. (Graver 2007) 
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