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 Henry Dering was born around 1811 in Morgantown, Virginia. He was the son of George 

Small and Nancy McNeely, who moved to Morgantown in 1787, where his father married his 

sons and daughters into the local social elite, allowing them to rise and become prominent 

members of Morgantown. Through this process Henry Dering was able to become a successful 

entrepreneur, specializing as a dry goods merchant. Sometime between 1830 and 1860, he 

married his wife Nancy, who may have gone by the name of Agnes. Of this marriage there were 

two sons: Stealey and Henry. At the age of 50, Henry was elected as a delegate to the 

Constitution Convention, where his main contribution was acting as the chairman of the 

committee that made a compromise between north and south West Virginia on the issue of 

internal improvements. He was a member of the Methodist church at the time of his death in July 

of 1868; there is some speculation that his death could have been attributed to financial 

problems.  
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