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stored the munitions there on 
orders from Rosecrans.
Rosecrans said his order was 
to store fixed ammunition 
there, but not gun powder.
Ultimately, the court ordered 
the powder kegs removed, 
but not the fixed ammunition.

Considering the high level of 
military activity occurring in 
western Virginia during the 
early days of the Civil War, the 
storage of active munitions 
in any city was a dangerous 
prospect.  
So on Christmas Eve in 
1861, Union Gen. William
Rosecrans and Restored 
Government of Virginia 
Gov. Francis Pierpont were 
summoned to appear before 
a federal court in Wheeling to 
explain why powder kegs and 
other munitions were being 
stored in Wheeling’s Custom 
House.
Officials were not only con-
cerned about an accidental 
explosion, but they worried 
that their mere presence could 
make the city an even more 
attractive target for invasion.
Collector of Customs Thomas 
Hornbrook told the court he 
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