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Gustavus Friend Taylor 

 

 Gustavus Friend Taylor (June 27, 1834-October 5, 1915), delegate from Braxton County, 

was a native of that county and was educated in its schools.  At the age of twenty-two he went to 

Cass County, Missouri, where he remained for two years.  He then returned to Braxton County 

until 1861.  About the time of his service as a constitution maker, he was employed in the office 

of Provost Marshal General Joseph Darr in Wheeling.  Under a West Virginia law of 1864, he 

was in the latter part of that year commissioned captain of the “Braxton county Scouts” and 

served in that capacity until the end of the war. 

 For some time after the war Taylor continued his varied activities.  From January 12 to 

December 13, 1865, he was a recorder of Braxton County.  He was then its superintendent of 

schools for two years.  Then he became owner, editor, and publisher of the Sutton Mountaineer.  

He had meanwhile read law and February 1, 1870, he was admitted to the bar of Braxton County, 

and from 1871 to 1872, was prosecuting attorney of that county.  He then engaged in 

merchandising in Sutton until 1880, when he moved to Wheeling, West Virginia.  There he was 

a merchant until near the time of his death. 
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