
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

January 2 

Official groundbreaking ceremonies for the explosives plant at Nitro 

were held on January 2, 1918. 

 

CSO: SS.8.9, SS.8.24 

Investigate the Document: (Eugene Harper Collection, Ms2004-083) 

1. Using the date listed on the correspondence, what was the purpose of cancelling the construction of 

the powder plant being constructed in Nitro?  
 

2. What was the intended purpose of the powder plant? 

 
3. How many pounds of powder was Explosives Plant C expected to produce daily upon completion of 

the plant? 
 

4. Who was the President during World War I? 

 
5. What happened to Nitro following World War I? 

 

Think Critically: Why did the United States abandon neutrality and enter WWI? How did WWI benefit the 
American economy? What other prominent West Virginia industry was vital to the war effort? How so? 

 
 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

 


