
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

January 4 

On January 4, 1808, Harman Blennerhassett was released from prison 

after being found "not guilty" of treason for his role in the Aaron Burr 

conspiracy. 

 CSO: SS.8.21 

Investigate the Document: (West Virginia Historical Society Quarterly, Vol. XIII, No. 1, January 1999) 

1. What action(s) compelled Harman Blennerhassett to flee Ireland to America?  

 

2. After residing in New York and Pittsburgh, Harman Blennerhassett decided upon a strip of property 

that was nestled in the midst of the Ohio River near ______________________, the present-day 

county seat of Wood County.  

 

3. What plan did Aaron Burr have in which he needed the influence and investment of Harman 

Blennerhassett to make it work? Why did Burr’s dream die? 

 

4. What charge did Aaron Burr stand trial for as a result of his plan?  

 

5. Where did Harman Blennerhassett move to in the aftermath of the Burr Conspiracy? 

 

Think Critically: Summarize the Burr Conspiracy in your own words. What is the significance of the Burr 

Conspiracy in American history? What was Aaron Burr’s plan? 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 


