
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

January 7 

On January 7, 1860, the Virginia General Assembly passed an act 

compensating $1,500 to state attorney Andrew Hunter of Charles Town, 

Jefferson County, for his legal services in prosecuting John Brown and 

his raiders. 

CSO: SS.8.22 

Investigate the Document: (John Brown/Boyd B. Stutler Collection, Z. Jacobs to Andrew Hunter, 1859 

October 27; James M. Mason to Andrew Hunter, 1859 December 20; Ms78-1) 

1. What is the main idea of this written document? When is it dated? 

 

2. What do you suppose ‘martyrdom’ implies? Do you think it is applicable to John Brown? 

 

3. A word that describes a person who favors the eradication of slavery can be found within the 

document—which word is it? 

 

Think Critically: Using what you know about John Brown’s Raid on Harpers Ferry, why was John Brown’s 

raid at Harper’s Ferry unsuccessful? Did the raid accomplish anything in your opinion? Explain. Describe the 

effect of John Brown’s Raid and how it coincided with increasing sectional tensions prior to the Civil War. If 

you were assigned by the West Virginia Archives to create the text for a Historical Highway Marker about 

John Brown’s Raid on Harpers Ferry, what would be on it? (50-75 words.) 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 


