
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

January 11 

On January 11, 1893, United States Senator John E. Kenna of West 

Virginia died in Washington at the age of 44. 

 CSO: SS.8.4, SS.8.14 

Investigate the Document: (Senator John Edward Kenna Collection, ca. 1865-1890, Ms82-2) 

1. Based on the information found on the correspondence, answer the following: 

o What date was the letter written? 

o The heading of the letter refers to John Kenna as ________________, which is the proper 

way to refer to someone who has been elected to a position but has not yet been officially 

installed. What branch of government does this position serve in? 

o Who wrote the letter to John Kenna? 

 

2. John Kenna penned a letter to the author in 1875, pertaining to the death of whom? 

 

Think Critically: If you were using this document as historical evidence, where do you think you could find 

out more information about the persons who wrote or received this document? Why do you think this 

document was written? Write (3) sentences summarizing this document. The author and receiver of this letter 

have the honor of having communities in West Virginia named after themselves. In which two counties 

would you find these communities? 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 


