
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

January 18 

On January 18, 1842, the Virginia General Assembly created Wayne 

County from part of Cabell County. 

 CSO: SS.8.4, SS.8.14 

Investigate the Document: (Acts of the General Assembly of Virginia, 1841-42) 

1. Whose house and farm were specifically cited in the 1842 General Acts of Assembly to be 

included in the newly formed Wayne County? 

 

2. Who was Wayne County named in honor of?  

 

3. Did Wayne and Cabell County belong to the same senatorial, congressional and electoral 

districts?  

 

Think Critically: There are fifty-five counties in West Virginia, but Wayne County has the distinction of 

being this geographical superlative? What is unique about YOUR county? What counties was your county 

formed from? What is your county seat? Is your county named in an honor of someone? If so, who? 

According to the West Virginia Code, what formal body does a newly intended county have to apply to for 

the passage of an act to create a new county? (Hint: the branch of government in charge of passing laws) If 

you were in charge of forming a new county in West Virginia who would you name your county in of honor 

of? Why? 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 


