
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

January 19 

African- American railroad worker John Hardy was hanged at Welch, 

McDowell County, on January 19, 1894. Hardy later became the subject 

of a popular folk song. 

 
CSO: SS.8.23, ELA.8.18 

Investigate the Document: (Vertical Clipping Files, Lynching & Hangings and Capital Punishment, 

Beckley Post Herald, John Hardy) 

1. What was John Hardy’s motive to commit murder? How much money was in dispute? 

 

2. How did John Hardy choose to murder his victim? 

 

3. What did Hardy see as he looked out from his prison cell?  

 

4. What did Hardy confess about the night he committed murder? 

 

5. What are the characteristics of the first ballad? Does it tell a story? What type of stanzas are found 

in the second ballad? 

 

Think Critically: Describe the evolution of capital punishment. Is it a deterrent to heinous crimes? Does the 

State of West Virginia still carry out executions? What do you think life was like in a southern West Virginia 

coal camp during the 1890s? 

 

 



 

 

 


