
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

January 29 

On January 29, 1873, the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway was completed 

from Huntington, West Virginia, to Richmond, Virginia. 

 
CSO: SS.8.8, SS.8.9 

Investigate the Document: (Officers and station agents, Chesapeake & Ohio Railway, 1905 April 1, 

Sc82-232) 

1. How many total miles of rail lines were available to travel in the Richmond Division? 
  

2. How many miles separate Hawks Nest and Ansted?  

 
3. What form of communication was used to contact the train depots? 

 

Think Critically: How did railroads impact the development of the United States? How did the completion 
of the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway from Huntington, West Virginia, to Richmond, Virginia facilitate the 

boom of the coal industry in West Virginia? Do trains still serve a role in the coal industry in the present-
day? 

 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


