
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

January 31 

W. W. Trent, who served as West Virginia State Superintendent of 

Schools from 1933 to 1957, was born on January 31, 1878 in Nicholas 

County. 

 
CSO: SS.8.23, ELA.8.3 

Investigate the Document: (Mountaineer Education: A Story of Education in West Virginia, 1885-

1957; 1960, 379 T72) 

1. What spurred Trent’s interest in educating children in rural, isolated areas? 
 

2. Some members of Trent’s community stated to Trent, “You have gone to school long enough. 
Why not settle down in this community?” How has the perception of higher education 
changed in society since the early twentieth century? 

 
3. Where did Trent teach from 1903-1906? 

 
4. How many high schools existed in Nicholas County in 1893? 

 

Think Critically: How would you put the importance of education into your own words? How can you 
make use of furthering your education through college or trade school? How are people from different 

socioeconomic backgrounds affected by educational opportunities? What might happen if free public 
education was not offered? What consequences may result from having an illiterate, uneducated society? 

 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


