
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

February 6 

Twenty-two coal miners were killed in an explosion at a New River 

Company mine at Carlisle, Fayette County, on February 6, 1915. 

 
CSO: SS.8.9, ELA.8.26 

Investigate the Document: (Department of Mines Annual Report, 1915) 

1. Whose job was it to examine the mine each morning before anyone could enter? What did they fail to 

do on the morning of the fatal explosion? 

 

2. Using the chart [Fatal Accidents for The Year Ending June 30, 1915], what nationality were many of 

the miners who lost their lives? Was this apparent throughout the southern West Virginia coalfields 

during the early twentieth century?  

 

Think Critically: Despite changes, today’s miners still face danger for the same reasons as the miners of 

many years ago. Research and report how safety has changed in the mines, and the common causes of coal 

mining disasters. 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 


