
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

February 7 

On February 7, 1913, mine guards, operator Quinn Morton, and 

Kanawha County Sheriff Bonner Hill boarded an armored train known 

as the "Bull Moose Special." That evening, they attacked a miners' tent 

colony at Holly Grove on Paint Creek. 

 CSO: SS.8.9, SS.8.24, ELA.8.22, ELA.8.39 

Investigate the Document: (West Virginia History, Vol. 52, 1993, “Eugene V. Debs in West Virginia, 

1913”) 

A Reappraisal 

1. What were Eugene V. Debs and other members of the Socialist Party of America committee sent to 

West Virginia to investigate? 

 

2. What do you presume the phrase, “at loggerheads” means?  

 

3. What was the function of role the Baldwin-Felts mine guards?  

 

4. How did the three separate enactments of martial law in the “strike zones” violate the U.S. 

Constitution? What was the most severe violation of civil rights that occurred during the martial law 

enactments? What is martial law? 

 

5. What proposals did the “Hatfield Contract” offer? What two major issues did it not address?  

 

6. How did Debs and the committee canvass the area to formulate an accurate report of the situation in 

the Paint Creek and Cabin Creek mines?  

 

7. Did the committee’s report confirm or refute the notion that the socialists committee supported 

Governor Hatfield’s actions?  

 

 

 



 

 

  Think Critically: What were the challenges the miners faced in attempting to strike against the coal 

operators? Describe the violations of civil and constitutional rights. Describe the conditions that existed in 

company towns during the early twentieth century.  

• You have been asked by West Virginia Archives and History to create the text that will be inscribed 

on the historical highway marker titled “Bull Moose Special” to be erected in Holly Grove (Kanawha 

County). Use your knowledge of the event to create the text that will be recorded on the marker. (50-

75 words) 

 

 

 



  



 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


