
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

February 10 

On February 10, 1949, a bill favoring the electric chair over hanging was 

introduced in the House of Delegates. The legislation was approved on 

March 12. 

 CSO: SS.8.25, ELA.8.20 

Investigate the Document: (West Virginia Historical Quarterly, March 1996) 

1. In what year did West Virginia abolish the death penalty? 

 

2. What caused West Virginia to pass legislation to transfer the responsibility of carrying out executions 

to the West Virginia Penitentiary? 

 

3. What were the two primary methods of execution carried out in West Virginia from 1899-1959? 

 

4. Who was known as the “Bluebeard of Quiet Dell?” Why is he infamous? 

 

5. When were the first two executions via the electric chair carried out in West Virginia? 

 

6. How did Warden Skeen depart from tradition prior to carrying out the execution of Harry Atlee 

Burdette? 

 

7. When did public opposition to capital punishment gain momentum?  

 

8. What piece of legislation ended capital punishment in West Virginia? What was the nickname of the 

electric chair used to carry out executions at the West Virginia Penitentiary?  

 

Think Critically: Is capital punishment an effective deterrent to violent crime? What are the pros and cons 

to capital punishment? List three for each. 
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