
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

February 12 

Former congressman Jacob Beeson Blair, who was instrumental in 

convincing President Abraham Lincoln to sign the West Virginia 

statehood bill, died on February 12, 1901. 

 CSO: SS.8.22, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Parkersburg Daily State Journal, Feb. 13, 1901) 

1. Where was Judge Blair born? 

 

2. Where did Blair's allegiances stand during the Civil War?  

 

3. What was Judge Blair given a significant amount of credit for establishing? 

 

Think Critically: What was the constitutionality of the creation of a new state from the corporate body of 

another state, even when Virginia was in rebellion? What would be the attitude of the new state, if Congress 

accepted it, to the fact of slavery within its midst? The two preceding questions were weighed by whom, 

before West Virginia's acceptance into the Union? What were the people of western Virginia required to 

accept before statehood was possible? What did this amendment call for? Why does Blair deserve a great 

deal of credit for West Virginia's acceptance into the Union?  

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 


