
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

February 15 

On February 15, 1871, the West Virginia legislature adopted a joint 

resolution authorizing the appointment of commissioners to confer with 

the state of Virginia and report on West Virginia's portion of the 

Virginia debt. 

 
CSO: SS.8.23, ELA.8.7, ELA.8.20, ELA.8.21 

Investigate the Document: (Biennial Report of the Treasurer of West Virginia for the period ending June 

30, 1920) 

1. What do you suppose “voluminous” means? 

 

2. The Supreme Court judge ruled in favor of whom? What percentage of interest was West Virginia 

required to pay on their debt from 1861-1891? 1891-1915? What is an interest rate?  

 

3. Describe the payment that was made to the Virginia Debt Commission on April 18, 1919. What was 

the significance of the payment?  

 

Think Critically: Using your own words, describe the “Virginia Debt Question.” Why did Virginia feel that 

West Virginia owed them a share of their pre-1861 debt? Using what you know about the controversy, do 

you feel as if the adjudication by the Supreme Court reached an acceptable conclusion? Why or why not?   

 

 

 

West Virginia State Treasurer W. S. Johnson presenting a check 

to Virginia Attorney General Judge Rhea for debt settlement 



 

 

  



 

 

 


