
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

February 22 

On February 22, 1911, the legislature passed an act establishing the 

West Virginia Colored Orphans' Home near Huntington. 

 CSO: SS.8.24, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Report of the State Board Control, Vol. II, 1912) 

1. What word was used to describe the orphans that were housed at the West Virginia Colored 

Orphans’ Home?  

 

2. What adjective(s) would you use to describe the condition of the main building which boarded the 

orphans?   

 

3. What was the purpose of the West Virginia Colored Orphans’ Home? What were the orphans 

trained for?  

 

4. How many African American orphans were adopted by private homes between March 1911-

October 1912? The majority of those admitted during this period were between what ages? Which 

county had the highest admittance rate to the West Virginia Colored Orphans’ Home during this 

time?  

 

5. What was the recommendation given by the State Board of Control to the Legislature about the 

location of the institution?  

 

Think Critically: In addition to deceased parents, why do you think many children during the early-

twentieth century were placed in an orphanage? Is the segregation of orphanages a microcosm of Jim Crow 

laws that were in place at the time? What do you think life was like in an early twentieth century orphanage? 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 



  

 

 


