
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

February 25 

An act establishing the West Virginia National Guard was approved on 

February 25, 1889. 

 CSO: SS.8.24, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Acts of the Legislature of West Virginia at its Nineteenth Regular Session, 

January 9, 1889) 

1. The act passed by the Legislature to establish the National Guard required all male citizens between 

the ages of ____ and _____ (not expressly exempt by law) would be subject to military duty.  

 

2. According to the act, who could call out the National Guard for active duty during wartime?  

 

3. How many infantry companies (approximately 150 soldiers per company) could the West Virginia 

National Guard have? 

 

4. How long was the enlistment of a National Guard soldier according to the act of Legislature? 

 

5. Were black troops and white troops integrated?  

 

6. What were National Guard soldiers required to do twice per year (once in May, once in November?)  

 

Think Critically: The National Guard is most similar to what earlier force that was raised from the civil 

population to supplement a regular army in an emergency? What efforts were National Guard troops ordered 

to suppress in southern West Virginia during the early twentieth century? Were National Guard troops 

federalized during this time as well? For what reason?   

 

Machine gun practice, West Virginia National Guard, 150th Infantry, D Company. 

Probably in Kanawha City. Cramer Bollinger standing second from left. 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 


