
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

February 28 

On this day in 1872, the legislature passed an act to establish a state 

normal school at Concord. 

 CSO: SS.8.4, SS.8.23, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.22, VA.6-8.5 

Investigate the Document: (A History of Education in West Virginia: from Early Colonial Times to 1949, 

Charles H. Ambler, 1951, 370.9754 A493) 

1. What was the condition to which the owner of the land would tender his property to the State? What 

happened to the landowner after the act of the Legislature was passed? Why was this an issue for the 

State? What was to happen if there were no suitable buildings built within 12 months?  

 

2. In what manner were the funds for the construction of the school funds to be raised?  

 

3. On what date did classes officially begin at the State Normal School at Concord? At first, the school 

did not possess a bell to alert the students; what was used instead?  

 

4. Roughly what percentage of enrolled students completed their studies and graduated between the 

1875-76 and the 1891-92 school years? 

Drawings 

5. Which school building do you think was the earlier version? Why? Does anything stand out in one 

photo versus the other? 

 

6. Ask students to imagine they are interviewing the people in the photographs to ask about their lives. 

Have them write a list of interview questions they would ask the individuals in the picture.  

 

Think Critically: An act of Legislature was necessary to establish the State Normal School at Concord in 

1872; what is the difference between an "act" and a "law?" Which branch creates acts & laws? What do you 

think going to college was like during the 1800s? Did people go to college regularly after high school as they 

do today? Did people even commonly finish high school at the time? 

 

1907 postcard of Concord State Normal School 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


