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ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
MARCH 4

WEST VIRGINIA
STATE ARCHIVES

Alexander Campbell, the founder of the Disciples of Christ and Bethany
College, died in Bethany on March 4, 1866.

CSO: ELA8.1, ELA.8.2,55.8.23
Investigate the Document: (Morgan, Charles S. Papers, 1822-1859, Ms79-1, Box 1, Fol. 5)
Document 1
1. What is the date of the document?

2. Who received this document?

3. What is the main idea of the document? List two quotes (words from the document) that help support
the main idea.

4. Which county’s election is mentioned in Campbell’s letter? How do you know?

Document 2
5. From which country did Alexander immigrate to the United States?

6. When did the congregation of the church form in Bethany?
7. Atits inception, Bethany College was created to train whom?

Think Critically: Have religious groups played a role in the foundation of other communities in West
Virginia? What are the benefits of analyzing primary sources for historical research? Weaknesses?
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