
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

March 13 

On March 13, 1928, three African American residents of Kanawha 

County were refused admittance to the Charleston Public Library. 

 
CSO: SS.8.24, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.4, ELA.8.21 

Investigate the Document: (Report of Cases determined by the Supreme Court of Appeals of West 

Virginia from September 11, 1928, to February 19, 1929. Vol. 106. Charleston: Jarrett Printing 

Company, 1929) 

1. What was the circuit court's rationale for not allowing African Americans to use the Charleston 

Public Library? 

 

2. Which passage best reflects the argument made by the Supreme Court in overturning the circuit 

court? 

 

3. Did you find any other examples of Jim Crow laws mentioned in the court documents? If so, what? 

 

4. All races were welcomed into the Charleston Public Library per the Supreme Court ruling so long 

as…. 

 

Think Critically: (Essay 250-300 words) Write an essay on Jim Crow laws by answering the following 

questions: What are Jim Crow Laws? In what ways were blacks and whites separated in society? Do you feel 

discrimination exists today? In what ways? 

 

 

Capitol Annex Building, used as the 

Charleston Public Library 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 


