
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

March 16 

On March 16, 1838, the Virginia General Assembly passed an act to 

provide for the construction of a turnpike road from Staunton to 

Parkersburg. 

 CSO: SS.8.23, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Twenty-third Annual Report, Report of Virginia Board of Public Works, 

1814. 1818-1861, VA Wrk 1. 1839) 

1. What were the advantages of opening the first two routes that included striking across the wilderness 

to the head of the Little Kanawha and leaving the valley of the Kanawha at the mouth of Hughes's 

river, leading to Webb's mill; then falling on the Kanawha again at Third run? 

 

2. How long was the Staunton-Parkersburg Turnpike expected to be once completed? 

 

Think Critically: What was the significance of the completion of the Staunton-Parkersburg Turnpike? What 

mode of transportation was likely the most applicable if traveling the entirety of the Turnpike during the mid-

1800s? What issues do you think arose during construction? 

 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



  



 

 

 


