
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

March 19 

The Grave Creek Mound, a Native American burial mound located in 

present-day Moundsville, was opened on March 19, 1838, by Jesse 

Tomlinson. 

 CSO: SS.8.20, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.7 

Investigate the Document: (Early western travels, 1748-1846: a series of annotated reprints of some of 

the best and rarest contemporary volumes of travel, Vol. 3, 917.3 T548) 

1. How would you define “piqued” using the context of the following sentence? "I began to fear that he 

was piqued with the sharp reprimand I gave him the evening before…" 

 

2. Why was the mound not visible from the river? 

 

3. How tall does Captain Lewis estimate the mound to be? 

 

Think Critically: Using your knowledge of early civilization in the area, what pre-Colombian culture built 

the Grave Creek Mound? Why do you think this culture chose to make mounds for burial purposes? Do you 

believe it is essential to preserve ancient burial mounds? Explain. 

 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


