
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

March 20 

On March 20, 1973, inmates staged a riot at the West Virginia 

Penitentiary in Moundsville. 

 CSO: SS.8.25, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.6, ELA.8.32 

Investigate the Document: (Moundsville Daily Echo, March 20, 1973) 

1. What type of article is this (eye-witness account, straight news article, feature article, editorial, 

column, reader contribution)? 

 

2. What information is highlighted by the headline? 

 

3. Who was the governor that was mentioned in the article?  

 

4. "How can I act like a man when they treat me like a dog?" Does this quote from one of the inmates 

have significance to you? What does it say to you as a reader?  

 

5. What was the state legislature considering at the time of the prison riot? 

 

Think Critically: What do you think should be the ultimate goal of the state when imprisoning someone? 

Do you see a need for prison reform in the United States? What demands do you think the prisoners might 

have had? What is the best way for prisoners to express their displeasure with conditions? What rights do 

prisoners have? What type of living conditions should they expect? 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 


