
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

March 22 

On March 22, 1906, a coal mine explosion at Century in Barbour 

County killed 23 miners. 

 
CSO: ELA.8.1, SS.8.9 

Investigate the Document: (Department of Mines Annual Report, 1906) 

1. How long had the mine been open? What was the mine's average daily production? 

 

2. What was the cause of the explosion at the Century mine?  

 

3. Eleven miners died from a direct result from the explosion; to what did the others succumb? One 

victim, who was removed from the mine, died from "fright or acute insanity" due to the imaginary 

fear that what was going to happen?  

 

Think Critically: Does this summary provide for an accurate representation of underground mining during 

the early-twentieth-century? Based on your reading of the explosion, do you think that the fire bosses or the 

coal company should have been liable for the lives lost, or do you think they did their jobs appropriately and 

tragic accidents happen? How has mine safety changed since the explosion at the Century mine? 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 


