
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

March 23 

On March 23, 1831, the Virginia General Assembly passed an act 

authorizing the Monongalia Academy to establish a separate 

academy for female students, which opened in 1833 and was called 

the Morgantown Female Academy. 

 CSO: SS.8.23, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Morgantown Female Academy, newsprint) 

1. What is a possible rationale for someone to send their daughter to a female seminary in the country 

during the nineteenth century? Does this advertisement offer any hint? What adjective is used to 

describe the “influences” of men? 

 

2. What subjects were taught daily to female students at no extra charge? 

 

Think Critically: What do you think life was like attending a nineteenth-century female seminary? Was it 

commonplace for men and women to attend different institutions? Does the requirement to furnish your own 

bible to class say something about social expectations during the 1800s? If so, what? 

 

 

 



 

 

 


