
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

March 24 

William H. Davis, long-time educator, who was Booker T. 

Washington's first teacher, died in Charleston on March 24, 1938. 

 
CSO: SS.8.9, SS.8.23, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Early Negro Education in West Virginia, R 305.896 W898) 

1. Which industry did many African Americans work in during the years following the Civil War? What 

importance does this industry have in the annals of West Virginia history? 

 

2. What prominent individual established a school for young African Americans in the Malden-area that 

would be headed by William Davis? 

 

3. What three individuals were a product of Davis's instruction at the school, exhibiting the fact that his 

school was a success?  

 

Think Critically: Describe the impact of William H. Davis and Booker T. Washington on African American 

education and West Virginia history. Do you think African Americans were afforded the opportunity for 

equal educational facilities and instruction during the nineteenth century? If not, what differences existed? 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 


