
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

March 26 

On March 26, 1858, the Virginia General Assembly passed an act authorizing the 

governor to appoint a commissioner to negotiate a boundary line between Maryland 

and Virginia from the mouth of the Potomac River at the Atlantic Ocean to the 

Fairfax Stone. The boundary dispute, later between Maryland and West Virginia, 

was not settled until 1910. 

 CSO: SS.8.14, SS.8.21, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (The West Virginia Review, October 1935) 

1. Name (3) factors that have often led to the formation of state boundaries. 

 

2. What is the Mason-Dixon line? What three states' boundaries does the line separate?  

 

3. What Supreme Court case resolved any issues regarding West Virginia's assumed obligations 

concerning the proper location of its boundary with Pennsylvania?  

 

4. Where was the original Fairfax Stone planted in 1746? What was its purpose? 

 

5. Where was it determined that the boundary between West Virginia and Maryland was located in 

1910? 

 

6. Regarding West Virginia's border with Virginia, what four counties were given the option to 

determine its destiny, based on the result of a popular vote?  

 

 

 

Fairfax Stone, 1889 

 



 

 

  
7. Using your knowledge of West Virginia geography, determine whether the corresponding county 

borders another state. Write out the appropriate state(s) that borders the county, if applicable. If not, 

mark "N/A." 

o Preston County-___________________ 

o Greenbrier County-________________ 

o Lewis County-_____________________ 

o Wood County-_____________________ 

o Logan County-_____________________ 

o Berkeley County-__________________ 

 

Think Critically: Do you think sectional tensions and social conditions are more volatile along state 

borders? Do you think West Virginia's boundaries are appropriate based on acts of legislative bodies, 

surveying and economic/social conditions? 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 


