
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

March 27 

Cyrus R. Vance, who served as United States Secretary of State 

from 1977 to 1980, was born in Clarksburg on March 27, 1917. 

 CSO: SS.8.4, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.22, VA.6-8.9 

Investigate the Document: Taylor Jones, Caricature Collection, Sc85-01; The Clarksburg Exponent, 

December 4, 1976) 

Document 1 

1. Cyrus Vance served in the cabinet of which former U. S. President?  

 

2. What kind of memory did Vance's mother claim he had?  

 

3. What qualities mentioned in the article does Vance have that likely led him to succeed in politics? 

  

Document 2 

4. Describe what is happening in the cartoon. What people and objects are shown? How are they 

arranged? How do they relate to one another? Does anything in the reading elaborate on the meaning 

of the cartoon? Why or why not? 

 

5. Do political cartoons have the ability to sway public opinion on a person or topic? 

 

Think Critically: How do decisions on foreign affairs made by the Secretary of State and the State 

Department affect you? Considering Vance's period as Secretary of State, which U.S. foe would he have 

likely been in contact with most often?  If you were the Secretary of State, how would you converse with 

foreign leaders? Is diplomacy your priority or a show of brute strength through your nation's military? 

Explain. 

 

Secretary of the Army Stephen Ailes and Deputy Secretary of Defense Cyrus Vance 

being sworn in by Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara 
Paul Martin Collection (0851 06) 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 


