
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

March 28 

On March 28, 1863, a detachment of the 13th West Virginia Infantry 

repelled a Confederate attack led by General Albert Gallatin Jenkins at 

Hurricane Bridge. 

 CSO: SS.8.22, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.6, ELA.8.9 

Investigate the Document: (The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the 

Union and Confederate Armies. Washington: GPO, 1897. Series I, Vol. 51, pt. 1, p. 176) 

Document 1 

1. General Jenkins states that his force was so overwhelming that it had surrounded the enemy and cut 

off their escape route. What does he want to avoid in demanding their surrender? How long did he 

provide for a decision to be made? What response did Captain Johnson give regarding this 

ultimatum? What was his rationale?  

 

2. Based on the report of the battle, who was the victor in the skirmish at Hurricane Bridge?  

 

Document 2 

3. What type of rhyme scheme does this poem have? 

 

4. This poem reflects the point-of-view of which side of the battle? Union or Confederate?  

 

5. According to the poem, how long did the fight last? 

 

Think Critically: What lines in the poem contribute to the development of the theme? Are there any 

characters in the poem? If so, who? Did the poetry or the official report create better imagery of the battle? 

Explain. 

 

 



 

 

 


