
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

March 30 

On March 31, 1919, Governor John J. Cornwell signed legislation 

creating the Department of Public Safety, commonly known as the 

West Virginia State Police. Colonel Jackson Arnold of Weston was 

appointed the first superintendent. 

 CSO: SS.8.9, SS.8.24, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (West Virginia Historical Society, July 2003) 

1. What was the cause of three separate enactments of martial law between 1912-1913? What is martial 

law? 

 

2. Why had the cooperation with coal operators ended after World War I?  

 

3. Why did Governor Cornwell finally realize the need for a state police force? 

 

4. What was the UMWA's main frustration?  

 

Think Critically: Essay: (250-300 words) Define your understanding of the West Virginia Mine Wars. What 

were the significant issues unresolved between coal operators and miners? What were the working conditions 

like in early mines that eventually led to unionization? How did the creation of the West Virginia State 

Police play a role during this volatile time? What was the Battle of Matewan? Blair Mountain? 

 

 

 

Colonel Jackson Arnold, first superintendent 

of the Department of Public Safety 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 


