
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

April 6 

On April 6, 1948, West Virginians celebrated Army Day, a national 

observance honoring the United States Armed Forces. 

 
CSO: SS.8.25, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (State Papers and Public Addresses, Army Day – 1948, Clarence W. 

Meadows, 1945-1949) 

    1. What 20th century military conflict had recently ended upon observance of Army Day, as cited in the 

proclamation from Governor Meadows? 

 

    2. How does the proclamation describe the manner in which people should observe Army Day and pay 

respect to the armed forces? 

 

Think Critically: Why do you think the United States maintained a position of neutrality in the war for so 

long? What was the role of the U.S. in this conflict before the official declaration of war? Which nations 

were part of the Axis and Allied powers during the war? What infamous attack caused the U.S.S. West 

Virginia to sink? How did West Virginia aid the war effort? 

 

 

 

Governor Meadows signing Army Day proclamation, with Lt. Col. George Rochman and Col. Nelson Diggley III 

 



 

 

 


