
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

April 17 

On April 17, 1861, delegates of the Richmond Convention approved 

an ordinance of secession, leading to the withdrawal of Virginia from 

the Union. 

 CSO: SS.8.22, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (West Virginia Historical Magazine, July 1902) 

    1. Who was the outspoken pro-Union delegate from Harrison County?  

 

    2. How did the delegation at the Richmond Convention react to the attack on Fort Sumter, South Carolina? 

 

    3. Using your own words, describe the change to the North upon William H. Edwards’s return after he left 

Richmond. Cite specific examples from the text. 

 

Think Critically: Imagine yourself as a pro-Union delegate from western Virginia during the Richmond 

Convention. How would you verbalize your opposition to secession? Would you say anything at all? Could 

the North-South differences over slavery have been resolved without the bloodshed of the Civil War? Would 

the Confederacy have existed without the secession of Virginia? 

 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


