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ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
AUGUST 6

CASES DETERMINED

Supreme Court of Appeals
OF WEST VIRGINIA

AT THE AUGUST TERM TIEREOF, TELD AT CHARLESTOWN,
IN THE COUNTY OF JEFFERSON, COMMENC-
ING ON THE SIXTII DAY OF AUGUST,
1873, AND ENDING ON THE
TWENTY-SECOND DAY OF
auGusT, 1873,

CHARLESTOWN.

On August 6, 1873, the Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia met for

the first time in Charlestown, Jefferson County. The law mandating sessions
in this Eastern Panhandle community remained in force until 1915.

CS0:SS.8.4
Investigate the Document: (Acts of the Legislature of West Virginia, at its Eleventh Session, 1872-73)

1. Chapter 15 of the 1872-1873 Acts of Legislature outlines the organization of what?

2. How is the Circuit Judge chosen?

3. How many regular terms does each circuit have each year?

Think Critically: What is the highest court in the state of West Virginia? How many justices serve on this
court? How long are their terms?
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Judicial circuits,

Arragement of.
’

First circult.

Second,

Third.

Fourth,

Fifth,

Sixth,

Neventh,

Eighth,

Ninth.

Judge ; how elected.

Term of oflice.

CircuiT COURTS [CH. g

from his office, and he shall receive for such servie
such fees as may be prescribed by law. :

Y
|
|

: CHAPTER XV.

AN ACT to organize the circuit courts, establish the
Jurisdiction and prescribe the manner and mode
proceeding of said courts.

Approved December 21, 1872.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia 2

(IVPE R T - > )

1. There shall be nine judicial circuits in the staf
and, until otherwise provided, shall be as follows :
The counties of Hancock, Brooke, Ohio and M3
shall shall constitute the first circuit; 3
The counties of Wetzel, Marion, Monongalia, Ta
lor, Doddridge and Harrison the second ; ,
The counties of Jefferson, Berkely and Morgs
the third ; 3
The counties of Hampshire, Mineral, Grant, Hart
and Pendleton the fourth ; :
The counties of Tyler, Pleasants, Ritchie, W«
Wirt and Calhoun the fifth ;
The counties of Randolph, Tucker, Barbour, Lew
Webster, Gilmer, Preston and Upshur the sixth ;3§
The counties of Jackson, Roane, Putnam, Kan
wha and Mason the sewventh ;

The counties of Greenbrier, Monroe, Fayette, S
mers, Clay, Nicholas, Pocahontas and Braxton
eighth ; and ,

The counties of Cabell, Wayne, Lincoln, Boonl
Logan, Wyoming, Mercer, Raleich and McDowe
the ninth. _

2. For each circuit a judge shall be elected by il
voters thereof, who shall hold his office for the ten
of eight years, unless sooner removed in the mann
prescribed by the constitution. During his contil
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Circulit CoURTS.

%e shall reside within the circuit of wnere o cesd
5dge. , /

1it courts shall have the supervision of Jurisaictiod

s before the county courts and other :
inals by mandamus, prohibition and cer-

v shall, except in cases contided by the

:xclusively to some other tribunal, have appenate jurisaic:
general jurisdiction of all matters at law

tter in controversy exclusive of interest

ceeds fifty dollars ; in cases of quo warranto,

us, mandamus or prohibition; in all cases

of all felonies and misdemeanors. They

appellate jurisdiction upon potition and

of error in all cases of judgments, decrees

rders rendered by the county court and

nferior courts of record as may be here-

ished by law, under the provisions of the

tion of article eight of the constitution,

natter in controversy, exclusive of costs,

froversies respecting the title or boundaries

bate of wills, the appointment or qualifi-
. personal representative, guardian, com-

erning a mill, way, road, ferry or landing,
it of a corporation or a county to levy tolls

in cases of habeas corpus, quo warranto,
aus, prohibition and certiorar: ;
s involving freedom or the constitutionality

all ecases of conviction under eriminal pros-
in said court.

actions, suits, motions and rules at law or Al maters pena-

: {ng i:; clircujt cuu[;-ts
- - . o n KISLer _ -
., indictments, presentments and information cember i, to be, on

g 3 ’ & F Januar)j 1. trans-
proceedings pending and u ndetermified in 5l g hggirenic
i3 tence. and be tried

euit courts now in existence, on the thirty-first oy them except ap-

“ peals from jusiices
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I'ransfer of records

and papers.

Hegular terms; twe

each year.

Commencement of

Hancock.

P
URe

Marshall.

i'ayior,

Monougaulia,

Wetzel,

Marion,

Doddridge.

Circuvir CoURTS. [CH. ,i
day ef December, 1872, shall, on the first day of Ta
uary, 1873, be tmn\tcrrcd to the cireuit courts the
‘in  existence, and to be by them heard, tried and
finally disposed of, except that all pondmfr dI)I)(’Zl]
from justices may be transferred to the county coup
organized in such county. The records and paper
of the first named cirecuit courts, and the records ang
papor\ of any court not now in (\\Ntcnce. and \\'hl(- .
are in the custody of the clerk of said first- named
courts, shall be delivered and transferred by the
clerks of said first-named ecircuit . -ourts, to the ('lm'l\
of the circuit courts in existenee on the said first day
of January, 1873.

5. In every vear there shall be two regular terms
of each circuit court., and the days for the commence
ment of each of said terms shall be as follows, t()-\\'lt

In the First Circuit.

For the county of Hancock. on the first T uesday
of March and the second Tuesday of September.

For the county of Brooke, on the second Tue x(lav
of March and the fourth Tuesday of September. 3

For the county of Ohio, on the second _[uo\(l,n
of April and the second Tuesday of October. i

For the county of Marshall, on the second \Ion(l-}y!
of March and the second \Iondav of October. :

In the .S'('(:oml Circuit. ;

For the county of Taylor, on the first day of March
and the first dnv of September. 3

For the county of Monongalia, on the tenth day of®
March and the tenth day of September. 7

For the county of Wetzel, on the first Tuesday oi |
April and the first Tuesday of October.

For the county of \Iarum, on the seventeenth dav
of April and the seventeenth day of October. 3

For the county of Doddridge, on theé tenth day ot
May and the tenth day of November. X
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