
 

 

 

 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

AUGUST 31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first West Virginia Italian Heritage Festival began on August 31, 1979, 

in Clarksburg.  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CSO: SS.8.26 

Investigate the Document: (Clarksburg Italian Heritage Festival, 1982 Program; Clarksburg Telegram, 

8/31/1979) 

 

1. According to the statistics provided by the Giovanni Agnelli Foundation, how many immigrants were 

from southern Italy in the Unites States in 1907? What percentage of first-generation Italian-

Americans married within their own group? 

 

2. In the August 31, 1979 issue of the Clarksburg Telegram, what was mentioned as being one of the 

favorite “pick-up-and-carry” delicacies? 

 

3. During the reading of the proclamation by Clarksburg Mayor Arch N. Benninger, he states that the 

festival reflects what? 
  

Think Critically: What brought Italian immigrants to West Virginia? 

Organ grinder Guisseppe Boscio and his Capuchin monkey Giorgio 

performing at the first Italian Heritage Festival in Clarksburg 



 

 

  



 

  



 

 


