
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

September 5 

Virginia Lieutenant Governor Alexander Spotswood 

 

A party led by Virginia Lieutenant Governor Alexander Spotswood, 

exploring lands in western Virginia, reached the crest of the 

Appalachian Mountains on September 5, 1716. 

 
CSO: SS.8.20 

Investigate the Document: (Ms80-222) 

1. What former British coin and monetary piece is cited in the Alexander Spotswood letter in the sum of 

fifteen units? 

 

2. When was this letter written?  

 

Think Critically: Alexander Spotswood headed the Knights of the _________ _____________ Expedition 

in 1716 across the Blue Ridge Mountains. What do you think was the primary purpose of this voyage?  

 

 



 

 


