
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

September 6 

Big Moses Gas Well 

 
On September 6, 1894, one of the biggest gas wells ever drilled was 

completed on Moses Spencer's farm on Indian Creek, Tyler County. 

 

CSO: SS.8.9 

Investigate the Document: (Parkersburg Daily State Journal, June 15, 1895) 

1. The “Big Moses” gas well, once the most productive in the world, was located “fifteen miles back of 

Sistersville” in this county. In what geographic region is this county? 

 

2. According to the article, it seems unlikely that they would be able to extinguish the inferno caused by 

the lightning strike; what course of action was assumed to be the only option? 

 

 

Think Critically: Using context clues from the article, what do you think that a “white elephant” refers to?  

 

 



 

 


