
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

September 9 

Patrick Gass of Wellsburg, the first to publish an account of the 

Lewis and Clark Expedition and the last surviving participant 

On September 9, 1803, Meriwether Lewis departed from Wheeling on 

the first leg of the Corps of Discovery's expedition to explore western 

lands purchased from France. 

 
CSO: SS.8.13, SS.8.20 

Investigate the Document: (Lewis and Clarke’s Journal to the Rocky Mountains; 917.8L6750) 

1. Using the map, can you determine on which river Lewis and Clark’s expedition began? 

 

2. The Lewis and Clark camp near the boundaries of Ohio-Virginia-Pennsylvania was located a short 

distance from this city, well-known for the sieges during the American Revolution a few decades 

prior. 

 

Think Critically: Without the knowledge and maps provided by the Lewis and Clark expedition, would 

western expansion have been possible in the 1800s? 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 


