
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

September 22 

On September 22, 1911, jail sentences for a gang of counterfeiters from 

Mercer County were announced in a federal court sitting in Huntington.  

 

CSO: SS.8.7 

Investigate the Document: (Huntington Herald-Dispatch, September 23, 1911) 

1. What was the name of the “gray-haired woman” who was the only one to escape a prison sentence? 

 

2. “Little Jim Leonard” was only _____ years old but was described as “shrewd” and sentenced to two 

years at the National Training School for Boys in Washington. 

 

Think Critically: How can counterfeiting operations influence West Virginia’s economic conditions and 

what could be the effects on its citizens? Does it devalue currency? Does it impact crime levels? 

 

 



 

 

  



 


