
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

October 1 

On October 1, 1952, violence broke out in Widen, the scene of a bitter 

15-month coal strike. 

 CSO: SS.8.8, SS.8.9, SS.8.24, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Bill Blizzard Collection) 

1. Miners in Widen were voting to join either the United Mine Workers of America or this grassroots 

labor union? 

 

2. How long had the alternative union to the United Mine Workers of America been in existence at the 

time? 

 

Think Critically: Who wrote the leaflet? What is another important event in West Virginia history with 

which Blizzard is associated? What are labor unions? 

 

 

Striking miners in Widen being arrested after the murder of Charles Frame 

 



 


