
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

October 4 

On October 4, 1933, the federal government purchased the Arthur farm 

in Preston County to establish the first subsistence homestead, 

Arthurdale. 

 
CSO: SS.8.7, SS.8.14, SS.8.24, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Ms2011-012, Harry Carlson Collection) 

1. How did the people of Arthurdale make a living? How are the 2300 acres that encompass Arthurdale 

described? 

 

2. Arthurdale is located twenty miles east of _____________ and seventy-five miles southeast of 

_______________. 

 

3. What does Harry Carlson note that was in dire need of reorganization? 

 

Think Critically: Arthurdale was the first of many planned New Deal communities that were established 

under FDR’s administration. What was the reasoning behind these communities? In your own words, explain 

the effects of the Great Depression and the lasting impact of New Deal programs on West Virginia.  

 

 

View of Arthurdale. Harry Carlson Collection, Ms2011-12 

 



 



 

 



 


