
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

October 11 

On October 11, 1946, Roy Lee Harmon of Raleigh County was 

appointed West Virginia's poet laureate for the second time. 

 
CSO: ELA.8.1, ELA.8.2, ELA.8.18, SS.8.11 

Investigate the Document: (Ms2011-017) 

1. After reading the first two stanzas, what “industrial might” do you think Roy Lee Harmon is 

demonizing? 

 

2. After reading stanzas four and five, what form of mining, often referred to as mountaintop removal, is 

Harmon vilifying? 

 

Think Critically:  Why has the practice of mountaintop removal been controversial? What type of rhyme 

scheme is Harmon using in his poem? Can poets, such as Roy Lee Harmon, have an impact on social 

commentary and issues that face society? Explain.  

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 


