
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

October 12 

A flag-raising ceremony signaling the start of production at the West 

Virginia Ordnance Works near Point Pleasant was held on October 12, 

1942. 

 
CSO: SS.8.8. SS.8.9, SS.8.25, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Point Pleasant Daily Register October 13, 1942) 

1. Colonel A.W. Ford cites the project as a rapid transformation from ______________ industry to 

________________industry. 

 

2. Who donated the flag that was used at the ceremony? 

 

Think Critically: West Virginia’s roots in this industry provided the foundation to build upon its chemical 

industry infrastructure which aided in the war effort. Describe in your own words, how the American effort 

on the home front aided the war effort. What were significant aspects of the economic and industrial growth 

experienced by West Virginia during World War II. What other industries in West Virginia aided the war 

effort? 

 

 

 

 

One of the "igloos" where the TNT was stored at the West Virginia Ordnance Plant near Point Pleasant. 

Courtesy of the Point Pleasant Register 



 

 

 


