
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

October 15 

A new bridge near Wayne, built to replace the structure known as the 

Brinkley Bridge, was dedicated on October 15, 1971. 

 
CSO: SS.8.7, SS.8.8, SS.8.14, SS.8.24, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Goldenseal Magazine Collection, Ar2055) 

1. The Brinkley Bridge, dedicated in David Brinkley’s honor, connected a span of U.S. 52 between 

these two southwestern West Virginia communities. 

 

2. David Brinkley, renowned television reporter for NBC, came to the bridge to document the poverty 

and poor road conditions facing West Virginians during the height of the 1960 election season. His 

exposé revealed the creaking floors of the Brinkley Bridge, that had been the ire of locals for many 

years. His report, although painfully true, was embarrassing for the state and angered Governor 

_____________________. His replacement _____________________ had the bridge re-floored and 

painted in 1961.  

 

3. According to “A Rattle Heard ‘Round the Nation,” who were the two presidential candidates in 1960?  

 

4. What happened on February 28, 1958 that parents said they feared when complaining about the safety 

of the bridge?  

 

Think Critically: Brinkley’s exposé undoubtedly played a role in public opinion and impacted state and 

national voting among West Virginians. How can media influence the outcome of elections? 

 

 

 

Television newscaster David Brinkley at the dedication of the Brinkley Bridge at Wayne 

 



 



 



  



 


