
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

October 23 

On October 23, 1890, a C&O vestibule train crashed into a boulder near 

Hinton, resulting in the death of engineer George Alley. 

 
CSO: SS.8.6, 8.9, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Hinton Daily News, December 23, 1967) 

1. How many years did Leonidas Alley actively serve on the C&O Railroad? How many passengers was 

responsible for losing? 

 

2. The Alley family had been loyal to the C&O railroad to such an extent, that the family had someone 

receive pay every day for ______ consecutive years. 

 

3. On the night of October 23, 1890, what caused the train to wreck? What type of injuries did George 

Alley sustain? Did his family reach him before he passed away? 

 

Think Critically: What does the first stanza insinuate about the train’s punctuality? What industry did the 

C&O Railroad facilitate the growth of in West Virginia? Are railroads still vital to economic growth in 

present-day West Virginia? 

 

 

 



 

 

  



  



 

  



 

 

  



 


