
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

November 5 

Leon P. Miller of McDowell County became the first African-American 

judge elected to office in West Virginia on November 5, 1968. 

 CSO: ELA.8.1, SS.8.2 

Investigate the Document: (Welch Daily News November 13, 1968) 

1. Why was it “shocking” that Leon P. Miller won the election as a Republican in McDowell County? 

When was the last Republican elected to a major office at the time of Miller’s victory in 1968? How 

many African Americans judges had been elected in West Virginia, prior to Miller? 

 

2. Why was there the necessity for a write-in campaign? 

 

3. Where did Miller practice law for two years prior to moving to Welch? 

 

4. What former U.S. President appointed Leon Miller as the United States Attorney for the Virgin 

Islands? 

 

Think Critically: Why do you think McDowell County was overwhelmingly Democratic at the time? Do 

you think Miller’s candidacy was aided by the significant African American population that resided in 

McDowell County? What was the population of African Americans in the county, according to the most 

recent Census?  http://www.wvculture.org/history/teacherresources/censuspopulationrace.html 

 

 

http://www.wvculture.org/history/teacherresources/censuspopulationrace.html


 

 


