
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

November 7 

On November 7, 1985, President Ronald Reagan declared eight West 

Virginia counties a disaster area as a result of devastating flooding in the 

region. 

 CSO: SS.8.14, S.6-8.L.18, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.4 

Investigate the Document: (Jennings Randolph Collection Ms2017-016, Mike Greer Collection 

Ms2009-133) 

• Use the map to answer the following about the 1985 West Virginia Flood Disaster: 

1. How many counties were considered to be “most severely hit?” 

 

2. How many counties were considered ‘disaster counties?’  

▪ Use your knowledge of West Virginia geography to answer the following. Rate the 

severity of each as either: Most severely hit, disaster counties, or not impacted. 

▪ Morgantown                                       Lewisburg ___________                         

▪ Williamstown                                     Beckley _____________ 

▪ Keyser                                                Clarksburg ___________ 

▪ Bluefield                                             Ripley ______________ 

▪ Moorefield                                          West Union __________ 

 

3. The Public Service Commission was assigned to report on the activities of 

_______________, _______________, and ______________ utilities.  

 

4. How many people were considered missing at the time of the report? 

 

Think Critically: What are some ways you can prepare yourself for a flood? What are the dangers of 

floods? Is flooding the most frequent type of natural disaster in West Virginia? What does FEMA state in 

their executive summary about homeowners with flood insurance, in the aftermath of the most recent flood 

disaster in 2016? https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1541185743622-

4dac85e81afe3034a6799d8b5b9df2bf/Region_III_WV_FloodReport.pdf 

 

 

Moorefield, 1985 Flood 

 

https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1541185743622-4dac85e81afe3034a6799d8b5b9df2bf/Region_III_WV_FloodReport.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1541185743622-4dac85e81afe3034a6799d8b5b9df2bf/Region_III_WV_FloodReport.pdf


 

  



 

  



 


