
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

November 8  

The West Virginia Turnpike was dedicated on November 8, 1954. 

 

 

CSO: SS.8.8, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document:  

1. The construction of the West Virginia Turnpike did not go without its share of criticism; what did 

several ‘distinguished magazines’ refer to it as? What about the media?  

 

2. Before the state took over the construction of roads, that responsibility was held by the counties. 

However, their efforts primarily concentrated on building roads that connected their citizens to the 

_________________ rather than from county-to-county. 

 

3. The early plans for the West Virginia Turnpike called for there to be a four-lane highway connecting 

these two cities, located at the northern and southern extremities of the state. The northern terminus in 

the present-day is located in ___________________. 

 

4. The completion of the Turnpike linked what two regions of the country?  

 

5. The later completion of what three interstate highways led to an increase in the volume of traffic on 

the West Virginia Turnpike. 

 

Think Critically: What benefits have arisen as a result of the completion of the West Virginia Turnpike and 

major interstate highways? What were some challenges in completing the 88-mile West Virginia Turnpike? 

What factors led to the need of establishing an expansive network of interstate highways across the country? 

 

 



 

  



 

  



 


