
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

November 9 

Matthew Mansfield Neely, who served as congressman, governor and 

United States senator, was born in a log cabin in Doddridge County on 

November 9, 1874. 

CSO: SS.8.25, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.2, ELA.8.4, ELA.8.5, ELA.8.6 

Investigate the Document: (Inaugural Address of Governor Matthew M. Neely, January 13, 1941) 

1. In Governor Neely’s introduction, he states that the _______________ Party had successfully won 

the gubernatorial election for the _________ consecutive time. Why were the Democrats seeing this 

level of success? (Hint: Who was the President?) 

 

2. Governor Neely notes West Virginia’s aeronautical accessibility from the Atlantic coast and believed 

“the probability that if aggression is attempted in the near future it will come from that quarter…” 

How was Neely’s bit of foreshadowing incorrect? What would happen later in the year that would 

launch the United States into World War II? Did the war have an impact on industry in West 

Virginia? 

 

Think Critically: List (3) takeaways you had from Governor Neely’s inaugural address. Why were they 

important? Although the United States had not yet entered World War II, does it appear to be a recurring 

subject throughout Governor Neely’s address?    

 

 



 

  



  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


